Although not born in the computer age, his editing skills were phenomenal. He had a mind that recognised passages of text so that when articles were stitched together with extracts from earlier work by other authors, he could not only spot the inclusion but he could usually find the article from which it had been stolen. He explained to me that all authors have a unique writing style, so that when a paragraph from another author is inserted, it was instantly obvious to him that it did not belong. Although he never became Editor of International Orthopaedics, he was appointed Editor of the British Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery; a position he greatly prized.
In 1984, the SICOT Triennial Congress was held in London and Frank was part of the organising committee chaired by Prof. W. J. Sharrard. About ten days before his death, surviving members of the 1984 SICOT committee met together for lunch with their wives. The occasion was most enjoyable and Frank was in fine form with no foreboding of the rupture of his aortic aneurysm, which happened three days later. After an encouraging early recovery, his condition suddenly deteriorated when his kidneys failed. I feel fortunate to have such happy memories of such a remarkable man. We shall all miss him.
